664.—Rangetaker—Establishment of Non-
Substantive Ratings.

(N. 16337.—20.11.1914.)

The new non-substantive ratings of Rangetaker, First and
Second Class, are to be established and paid at the rate of 4d.
and 2d. a day respectively. Second Class Rangetakers to be
eligible for promotion to First Class after a minimum of three
years’ service as Rangetaker, if reported on as thoroughly
efficient.

2. These ratings are to be open to all Seaman Ratings
holding the rating of A.B. or above and to Royal Marines, but
the pay as Rangetaker is not to be received with that of any

other gunnery rating except Seaman Gunner.

3. In all complements one Rangetaker is to be included for
each 4 ft. 6 in. or larger rangefinder (non-navigational). The
numbers will be as shown in the attached table.

4. Commanding Officers may at once rate as Rangetaker
First Class, men who have been carrying out the duty of Range-
taker for three years previous to the date of this order, provided
they are reliable and efficient Rangetakers.

5. Gunlayers 3rd Class employed as Rangetakers may, if
they have the qualifications stated in paragraph 4, be rated and
paid as Rangetaker First Class, but they will not then receive
the pay of Rangetaker in addition to that of Gunlayer, but in
lieu thereof.

5. Gunlayers 2nd Class doing duty as Rangetakers in
Light Cruisers, &ec. are not to receive additional pay for these
duties.

7. Gunlayers 2nd or 3rd Class who have been employed as
Rangetakers may qualify for the higher Gunnery rates in the
ordinary way. The fact of a man being qualified as Range-
taker 1s mnot to stand in the way of his advancement to any of
the higher Gunnery rates,

8. Subject to these conditions Commanding Officers are
zélithonsed to give the rating of Rangetaker First or Second
ass, up to the numbers dllowed in complement, to any man

WiL0 has been or 18 being trained for these duties, if they are
satisfied that he is a thoroughly reliable Rangetaker.

9. A report is to be forwarc in of
warded from each ship of the number
of men rated Rangetakers First and Second Clas}:)s..

10. It is the intention eventually

P | that candidate bt =
ratings should be seleoted A 1at candidates for these

unnery Schools, primarily,



